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Rooftops to Rivers II 

• Demonstrates how cities 
use green infrastructure to 
improve stormwater 
management and achieve 
multiple benefits. 

• The report includes: 
– Economic benefits of green 

infrastructure 

– Case studies on 14 cities  

– Encouragement for EPA to 
learn from the work of these 
cities and advance these 
solutions nationwide 



NRDC’s Emerald City Metric 





Obstacles: 
• Insufficient quantitative analysis of the 
specific benefits of capture necessary 
for monetization or to promote 
increased use of stormwater capture for 
water supply  
 
• Water and stormwater management 
viewed as “siloed” - how we manage 
water, public awareness, and 
governance are not aligned  
 
• Regulations often do not address the 
linkages between different water 
resources, or may present barriers to 
capture efforts  
 



Opportunities: 

•  Pass AB 1750 – The Rainwater 
Capture Act 

 

•  Increase focus on stormwater 
capture for water supply in the State 
Water Plan 

 

•  Help pass stormwater fee initiatives 
or revisit Prop 218 to allow 
stormwater to be addressed like 
water/sewer fees 

 

•  Help establish efforts to quantify the 
benefits of stormwater capture, or 
analyses to determine the best 
opportunities or locations for 
stormwater capture projects 

 


